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• Exploring community resilience & its challenges

• Health: a pathway to 21st century resilience?

• A (brief) vision for the future



“the capacity of individuals, communities, 
institutions, businesses, and systems within a 
city to survive, adapt, and grow no matter what 
kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks they 
experience.”

(Rockefeller Foundation)

Defining resilience...



UNCLASSIFIED



‘EXTREME’ WEATHER IN THE UK

2000 – flooding

2001- flooding

2003 – heatwave

2005 - flooding

2006 – drought

2006 - heatwave

2007 – flooding

2008 – flooding

2008 – snow and ice

2009 – snow and ice

2009 – flooding

2010 – flooding

2010 – snow and ice

2011 – warm spring

2011 – warm autumn

2012 - drought

2012 – wet summer

2013 – snow and ice

2013 – heatwave

2014 – flooding



Impacts of climate change on 
communities: multiple challenges

Heatwaves
Flooding

Poor air quality
Loss of 
essential 
services & 
higher costs

Widening 
inequality



Greater social 
cohesion: know 
your neighbour

Sharing risks across 
health services, 
social care and the 
voluntary & 
community sector

Healthier,  more 
resilient 
population

Saving money 
and resources: 
more resilient, 
prepared 
services

More green space  
= better health

Impacts of climate change on 
communities: multiple opportunities



Health: a pathway to 21st century 
resilience?



The significant seven: effects of climate 
change on health, wellbeing, and the 
health and social care system



“Climate change is the greatest threat to 
public health in the 21st century”

~ The Lancet 2009



“Tackling climate change could be the 
greatest global health opportunity of the 21st 
century”

~ The Lancet 2015



Response in the new local health and 
social care system



A vision for the future...







1952 London Smog



Autumn 1952

"I suggest we form a 
committee. We cannot 
do very much, but we 
can seem to be very 
busy and that is half 
the battle nowadays."

- Harold MacMillan



‘Salus populi suprema est lex’.  Cicero
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