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Why Climate Communication & 
Extreme Weather Events?

A pressing need and a lack 

of research
Very little practical guidance

Social and practical 

resilience 







record rainfall totals 
50-75% more likely

1. Climate scientists can quantify the role of human influence in 

individual flooding events; specifically whether they are made 

more or less likely in a changing climate.



‘64% of respondents agree 

that the floods were caused 

in part by climate change’

2. There is growing evidence that flooding and climate change

are linked in the public mind 

Capstick, et al . (2015) Public perceptions of climate change in Britain following the 2013/14 winter flooding,



3. Conversations about climate change should ideally begin before 

(not during) flood events when communities are under pressure  



.

4. Communication and engagement around flood events must be 

carried out sensitively, or they will backfire



5. Trusted ‘peer’ messengers and personal stories are vital for 

achieving public engagement



6. Flooding and climate impacts cannot be separated from the wider 

social context that determines communities’ ability to cope with stress 

and trauma



7. Communities that have been affected multiple times offer powerful

opportunities for learning (but also have a right to forget)



8. It is important to strike the right balance between the ‘local’ and 

‘global’ aspect of flooding (as a climate impact)



9. Communications should empower people to respond and adapt to

future flood risks - focusing on preparedness and support rather

than ‘getting back to normal’
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