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AFTER THE FLOODS

Communicating Climate Change
Around Extreme Weather

Can we talk about

JE
CLIMATE

Qinate Cbaz:%‘* now? S
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Flooded Oxford residents asking "Can we talk about climate change now?* in a Climate Outreach event

George Marshall

Communicating
flood risks in a
changing climate

@ principles for promoting
public engagement

Soutreach




Why Climate Communication &
Extreme Weather Events?

Social and practical
resilience

A pressing need and a lack
of research

Very little practical guidance




CLIMATE OUTREACH LR
& INFORMATION NETWORK 3

www.climateoutreach.org.uk
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“.Will flooding get-worse? . E '
Is the weather changing? .~ : .4
How is climate change connected? -
How can we be prepared for future floods?
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1. Climate scientists can quantify the role of human influence in
Individual flooding events; specifically whether they are made
more or less likely in a changing climate.




2. There is growing evidence that flooding and climate change
are linked in the public mind
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3. Conversations about climate change should ideally begin before
(not during) flood events when communities are under pressure
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4. Communication and engagement around flood events must be
carried out sensitively, or they will backfire




5. Trusted ‘peer’ messengers and personal stories are vital for
achieving public engagement




6. Flooding and climate impacts cannot be separated from the wider

social context that determines communities’ ability to cope with stress
and trauma

. V=l

We'd like to know what you think
of this website - how easy Is It to
use and how much does It help?

 Why are some people more

- vulnerable to climate change
than others, where are they

and what can be done?

Please ¢

our short

Key questions

Who Is vuinerable? Which places are What actions support

disadvantaged? resilience?

Why does climate justice Which households emit What can be done to Who needs to do what?
matter? the most carbon? tackle fuel poverty?

Welcome to the Climate Just web tool

Climate change has the potential to increase inequalities and disadvantage in
the UK. Local authorities and other organisations working on climate change, Ex posu re to
or working with vulnerable communities, have a key role to play in responding C I ' mate h aza rd
to this challenge. This website has been developed to provide evidence to .
support local action. SOClaI
o It highlights which people and places are likely to be most vulnerable to the Vu I nera bl I Ity
impacts of extreme weather, including flooding and extreme heat, and the = .
areas which might be most affected. CI | mate
* |talso examines fuel poverty and inequities in energy policy and how these d |Sadva ntage

can be tackled locally.



/7. Communities that have been affected multiple times offer powerful

opportunities for learning (but also have a right to forget)

Postal Survey

20% response rate and 14.3% usable response rate = 200
responses

* Farm/farmer characteristics

* Perception towards risk (from animal disease, market volatility,
crop disease, extreme weather)

* Experience of flood risk - type, impacts/losses, specific to
2007/2012 events

* Perception of flood risk - personal and to business (and of cause
of flooding)

* Flood risk response - type of response

* Attitude towards climate change risk - perception (cause,
impact) , concern
* Response towards climate change risk - mitigation and
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8. It is important to strike the right balance between the ‘local’ and
‘global’ aspect of flooding (as a climate impact)

equator agency agency - Jan 12
#Twitter10k, #DrummondPuddieWatch & more - we ook back at the first week of 2016 on social bit.ly/1ONHcym




9. Communications should empower people to respond and adapt to

future flood risks - focusing on preparedness and support rather
than ‘getting back to normal’

TALYRONT FaD PLAN EXERUISE
- WHAT NeNT wert?

2- WHAT IMP RO VEMENTS ARE
NEEDED?

2-Do Yov NeeED 10 ADD 0R
ReMove  ANYTHING 7
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Jamie Clarke

www.climateoutreach.org
@climateoutreach



