
  
  
 

   

 

Innovative Low Carbon Working Group  
 

Thursday 10 June 2021, 09:45 – 12:30 
Online, via Zoom 
@InnovationWM  

 

Register of attendance 
Name Initial Organisation (and link to website) 

Alan Carr AC Sustainability West Midlands (SWM) 

Alison Thomas AT Zero Waste in a Box Ltd 

Andrew Pollard AP Sustainability West Midlands (SWM) 

Andy Whyle AW Sustainability West Midlands (SWM) 

Becky Jones BJ gbpartnerships 

Chris Lane CL Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) 

Clare Ollerenshaw CO Accelar 

Craig Watson CW Experienced Energy Solutions 

David Taylor DT Hysopt 

Debbie Ward DW Cirklo Consult 

Devon Geary  DG Innovation Alliance WM (IAWM) 

Eric Roberts ER IES 

Georgina Morris GM BEIS 

Helena Simmonds HS Warwick Manufacturing Group 

Joanna Leigh JL Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022 (CG2022) 

John Fawcett JF Winning Moves 

Liz McArdle LM Warwick Manufacturing Group  

Madhuban Kumar MK CarbonLaces 

Mark Smith MS Aston University, Low Carbon SMEs Programme 

Mike Woollacott MW Greenwatt Technology 

Mossen Randeree MR University of Birmingham 

Nat Weaver NW Sustainability West Midlands (SWM) 

Pam Waddell PW Innovation Alliance WM (IAWM) 

Shauna Coates SC SWM 

Steve Stones SS Pro Enviro 

Vicki Ayton VA University of Chester, CREST 

Will Broad WB GBSLEP Growth Hub 

 
Please see accompanying slides for more information about each of the agenda items: 

• Introduction and activity from innovative West Midlands SME (CO, Accelar) 
• Commonwealth Games 2022: Sustainability priorities and collaborative activity (JL & CL) 

• Government funding and opportunities update (GM, BEIS) 

• Elsewhere in the Innovation Alliance (PW & DG, IAWM) 

• WM Net Zero Business Pledge (NW, SWM) 

 
Actions, connections from discussions and highlights and resources from the 
Zoom chat 
 

• ILCWG members to contact Jenni McDonnell from KTN for more information on any of the 
Innovate UK / Knowledge Transfer Network / BEIS funding opportunities presented. 

• CW is interested in any experience ILCWG members have around managing large electric vehicle 
fleets. 

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/
http://www.zerowastebox.org.uk/
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/
https://www.gbpartnerships.co.uk/
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/
https://www.accelar.co.uk/
https://www.experiencedenergy.co.uk/
https://www.hysopt.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/debbie-ward-b61580/
https://innovationwm.co.uk/
https://www.iesve.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-energy-and-industrial-strategy
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/
https://www.birmingham2022.com/about-us/our-purpose/sustainability/
https://www.winningmoves.com/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/
https://carbonlaces.com/
https://www.smelowcarbon.co.uk/
http://www.greenwatt.co.uk/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/index.aspx
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/
https://innovationwm.co.uk/
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/
https://www.proenviro.co.uk/
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/centre-research-environmental-science-and-technology
https://www.gbslepgrowthhub.co.uk/
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/resources/innovative-low-carbon-working-group-10-6-21/
mailto:jenni.mcdonnell@ktn-uk.org
mailto:craig@experiencedenergy.co.uk


  
  
 

   

 

• AT will send information regarding a company in Walsall who makes reusable cups; this may be 
useful for the Commonwealth Games’ sustainability and waste activity. 

• JL will send to AC a list of challenge areas and opportunities for circulation to ILCWG members 
who may be able to provide solutions. 

• PW and IAWM/SWM colleagues to explore potential for an event focusing on ‘Demystifying Net 
Zero’ for SMEs, to help explain the importance and context of Net Zero for them and what 
actions they can take on the agenda. 

• MW provided an overview of some work carried out looking at the ideas of the future of 
agriculture post-Brexit and the implications of the ELM scheme; this includes alternative fuels 
and other low carbon activity. MW can provide a one-pager on this subject for interested ILCWG 
members. 

• HS is looking for SMEs who are involved/have carried out activity around industrial 
decarbonisation; ILCWG members can get in touch if they have any examples to share. 

• GBSLEP’s new Circular Economy Innovation Fund will launch in the Autumn; WB promoted an 
event taking place on 17 June that will provide more info on the fund. 

• SWM is looking to further develop its communications including via the use of videos; contact SC 
for more information or to get involved. 

• A Festival of Net Zero was mentioned during the roundtable; this is taking place on 22 June at 
the Ricoh Arena, and organised by Future Net Zero. 

 

Zoom chat highlights and opportunities 

• AW: Just introducing myself as the new SWM Associate; Andy Whyle. If you'd like a Sustainability 
chat or you're as mad as I am about the Circular Economy then drop me a line: 
andy.whyle@swm.org.uk.  

• CW: Hi Jo, as a business we're working with sporting stadia on the EV charging points so may be 
able to support or share our connections. 

• SS: I am Steve Stones at Pro Enviro. We are a partner in the new Industrial Decarbonisation 
Cluster project, Repowering the Black Country. It would be good to talk to anyone in the group 
who is actively involved in work in the Black Country to see if there are any potential 
opportunities for collaboration: steve.stones@proenviro.co.uk.  

• MW: Good to hear Joanna's review - some great actions planned. Sustainable transport so 
important - and a real opportunity to showcase to the world the potential for the West Midlands 
to demonstrate transition to low carbon fuels. It would be interesting to hear which WM vehicle 
manufacturers and R&D organisations have come forward with ideas? Thanks. 

• MW: We helped Warwick District Council to develop a sustainable public transport plan for the 
Commonwealth Games Bowls Event in Leamington. Some great collaboration between public 
and private transport stakeholders e.g. rail, bus, cycle.  

• DW: The CEC also have an event next week on the 15th June where Richard Rees is giving an 
overview of the WM Circular Economy Routemap - please register if you're interested in hearing 
more! 

• VA: CREST is doing quite a bit around Indoor Air Quality and energy management to look at 
proxy measurements to reduce covid risk. Let me know if this is relevant, useful: 
crest@ucshrewsbury.ac.uk.  

• PW: If you are interested in any of these [funding] schemes, but don't have the whole offer and 
might need regional partners (universities, industry, community...), SWM and IAWM can help to 
act as a neutral broker. Connecting people is what ILCWG does best! 

• AC: Here's the full details about the WM Net Zero Business Pledge; there's also a video on the 
WMCA website. We want as many businesses to sign up as possible. 

• MW: 2050 and even 2041 seems such a long way ahead and who knows what might happen in 
between. Should zero carbon targets and plans now be brought forward to 2035 or even 2030 

mailto:alison.zwevents@gmail.com
mailto:mike@greenwatt.co.uk
mailto:h.c.c.simmonds@warwick.ac.uk
https://gbslep.co.uk/strategy/business-innovation/advanced-manufacturing-food-and-drink/west-midlands-low-carbon-and-circular-economy-innovation-fund-/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-midlands-low-carbon-and-circular-economy-fund-food-and-drink-tickets-154686721147
mailto:comms@swm.org.uk
https://www.futurenetzero.com/festival-net-zero/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andywhyle/
mailto:andy.whyle@swm.org.uk
mailto:steve.stones@proenviro.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/circular-economy-club-birmingham-the-west-midlands-june-meet-up-tickets-156173357717?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
mailto:crest@ucshrewsbury.ac.uk
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/news/swm-to-administer-new-west-midlands-net-zero-business-pledge/


  
  
 

   

 

for net zero carbon business strategies to be implemented? Most climate emergency action 
plans via councils are focussed on 2030 targets I believe. 

• SS: The Repowering the Black Country Project are making a benchmarking and carbon 
accounting tool available to companies in the Black Country, please contact me if you would like 
more information. 

• DW: EnTRESS is running a series of events to try and simplify the terminology and potential 
actions for SMEs in the Black Country and Stoke/Staffs. 

 

• To view the outputs and slides from this ILCWG meeting, visit the SWM website. 

• To keep up to date with current funding opportunities, collaboration opportunities, events, 
good practice case studies and resources related to low carbon innovation, join the ILCWG 
mailing list; contact AC to sign up. 

• To ensure you are invited to the IAWM’s general events including Innovation Policy and 
Practice events, join our general mailing list; contact AC to sign up. 

• Next meeting: 14 September 2021 PM 
 

 

https://www.blackcountrylep.co.uk/our-strategy/place/repowering-the-black-country/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/building-business-resilience-circular-economy-and-life-cycle-assessment-tickets-156666324193
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/resources/innovative-low-carbon-working-group-10-6-21/
http://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/networks/innovative-low-carbon-working-group/
http://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/networks/innovative-low-carbon-working-group/
mailto:alan.carr@swm.org.uk
mailto:alan.carr@swm.org.uk

