
  
  
 

   

 

Innovative Zero Carbon Working Group  
 

Tuesday 14 September, 14:00 – 16:30 
Online, via Zoom 

@SWMtweet  @InnovationWM 

 

Register of attendance 
Name Initial Organisation (and link to website) 

Alan Carr AC Sustainability West Midlands (SWM) 

Annie Truong AT Coventry City Council 

Benjamin White BW CR Plus Ltd. 

Cristina Calleja CC South Warwickshire NHS Foundation Trust 

Devon Geary DG Innovation Alliance WM (IAWM) 

Debbie Ward DW Cirklo Consult 

Eric Roberts ER IES 

Helen Mehaffey HM Worcestershire County Council 

Jason Preston JPr EkkoSense Ltd. 

Jenni McDonnell JM Knowledge Transfer Network 

Jenny Cooke JC Network Rail 

John Booth JB Carbon3IT 

Julie Pope JPo SWM 

Lorelei Gherman LG University of Birmingham, ATETA 

Mark Hughes-Webb MHW SPACE-2 Consulting 

Mark Smith MS Aston University, Low Carbon SMEs Programme 

Nat Weaver NW Sustainability West Midlands (SWM) 

Pam Waddell PW Innovation Alliance WM (IAWM) 

Shauna Coates SC SWM 

Steve Bowyer SB West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) 

Steve Stones SS Pro Enviro 

Will Broad WB GBSLEP Growth Hub 

 
Please see accompanying slides for more information about each of the agenda items: 

• COP26 West Midlands update (SB, WMCA) 

• West Midlands Sustainability Roadmap to 2030 (AC, SWM) 

• Government funding and opportunities update (JM, KTN) 

• Elsewhere in the Innovation Alliance (PW & DG, IAWM) 

 
Actions, connections from discussions and highlights and resources from the 
Zoom chat 
 

• IZCWG members to contact Jenni McDonnell from KTN for more information on any of the 
funding opportunities presented. JM also announced that there would be lots of low carbon 
manufacturing opportunities to be announced at the start of October. 

• AC to discuss with Virtual Innovation Team colleagues about industrial decarbonisation following 
discussions and interest on this topic from LG/SS/MS and others. 

• Contact MS if you’d like to find out more about a job opportunity that has opened up with the 
Low Carbon SMEs team at Aston University. 

• JB raised the issue of Data Centres and their key role in decarbonisation; this could be a 
potential focus for a future meeting. 

• LG promoted several forthcoming events, including the Circular Economy Fund launch, the David 
Middleton Conference and the Hydrogen and Fuel Cells Conference. There is also an event in 
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collaboration with the Coventry & Warwks Green Business Programme which LG will circulate 
information about in due course. 

• JC emphasised the need to encourage more people to re-commence using public transport 
following the impact of Covid; IZCWG members can encourage others to do this wherever 
possible. 

 

Zoom chat highlights and opportunities 

• Here is the YouTube video that SB played in this presentation, about the Green Industrial 
Revolution. 

• JC: To add to the local economic arguments, there's a great new report published this week on 
the value that rail journeys add. 

• MHW: If anyone is interested in location to co-host an event for COP26 let me know; we have 
two sites, one in Coventry and one in Birmingham which could be exciting as showcases. They 
are pilot temp film and TV studios but sustainable first... 

• JC: There's a rather wonderful report on the potential for Tyseley train depot to use hydrogen 
generated at the adjacent Tyseley Energy Park here (note: you may need to set up a free login 
with RSSB to download). 

• DW: There is a petition currently open about making recycling easier. 

• LG: In ATETA we are looking to support SMEs in the Black Country with decarbonisation. I have 
personally worked with the manufacturing engineering sector, and found it challenging to 
implement low carbon solutions, which was reflected in the no change seen in previous slide.  
Black Country and industrial decarb is one of the main targets in our programme and we're 
liaising with the Black Country Growth Hub to offer technical solutions, however we can see the 
sector is slow to adopt sustainable solutions. 

• JM: Only £1m homes out of £29m in the UK have low carbon heating (Carbon Connect 2020). 

• JC: One major concern for hydrogen is its inefficiency: the energy conversion and compression 
means you need 4 times more electricity to produce the same amount of energy using hydrogen 
than if you directly power with electricity (whether for trains or heat pumps). 

• DW: I attended a really interesting webinar earlier today about Delivering Wellbeing with 
Doughnut Economics in Wales (over 400 attendees!) I should be sent the recording; speakers were 
Sophie Howe, Kate Raworth and Katherine Trebeck. If anyone's interested let me know and I can 
pass on. 

• JB: Digital Heat offers the opportunity to roll out "edge" in high occupancy buildings using 
immersed compute radiators and hot water from "data boilers.” 

• AC: IAWM job opportunities: Comms Assistant and Business Innovation Support Coordinator. 

• NW: SWM is hosting a Black Country Business Festival event for SMEs focusing on the WM Net 
Zero Business Pledge. 
 

• To view the outputs and slides from this IZCWG meeting, visit the SWM website. 

• To keep up to date with current funding opportunities, collaboration opportunities, events, 
good practice case studies and resources related to low carbon innovation, join the ILCWG 
mailing list; contact AC to sign up. 

• To ensure you are invited to the IAWM’s general events including Innovation Policy and 
Practice events, join our general mailing list; contact AC to sign up. 

• Next meeting: 13 December, jointly with Innovative Manufacturing Working Group 
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