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About Us

• We are the sustainability adviser for leaders of the 
West Midlands.

• Virtual Innovation Team Lead for Low Zero Carbon.

• Not-for-profit company working across all sectors.

• Our vision: That the West Midlands is leading in contributing to the national target of net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 whilst addressing health inequality and driving 
inclusive growth.

• We support our members and other local stakeholders to implement these changes by 
enabling them to demonstrate innovation and leadership and provide opportunities to 
collaborate and celebrate success.

www.swm.org.uk

https://innovationwm.co.uk/our-activity/west-midlands-innovation-programme-2/
http://www.swm.org.uk/


What is the Roadmap?

• The West Midlands’ Sustainability Roadmap to 2030 focuses 
on improving social, economic and environmental indicators 
across the West Midlands for a more sustainable, fairer and 
greener region for all.  

• Each priority is underpinned by targets validated by experts.

• Only Roadmap of its kind in the UK, that we know of.

• Can be used by organisations as a framework for their 
sustainability planning.

• Each priority is underpinned by data and annually monitored.

• Our role is to catalyse a regional response to ensure the 
targets are met.

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/


The task

• This is the first time we have monitored our new 
Roadmap with these eight priorities.

• Huge amount of data analysis and number crunching all 
done by a placement student from University of 
Birmingham.

• Shows how we, as a region, are progressing against 
each of our priorities and overarching Net Zero target.

• We reset the baseline to 2019 following Covid, as we assumed the 2020 data will not reflect ‘normal’ 
circumstances…

• …but we can’t yet fully set a baseline as many of the datasets aren’t yet complete beyond 2018 and most 
are in arrears to some extent. 

• Full report to be published soon which will contain the detail (including some original targets that we have 
yet been able / are impossible to monitor…)



Summary

Net Zero by 2050



Target: The West 

Midlands is leading 

in contributing to 

the national target 

of net zero 

greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2050

Status: sustain 

current action



By 2030, achieve a 

household 

recycling rate of 

55%

Status: more 

action needed

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/resource-efficiency/


By 2030, one third 

of all trips made 

by walking or 

cycling

Status: Accelerate 

progress

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/clean-and-active-travel/


By 2030, 50-70% 

of new car sales 

should be Ultra 

Low Emission 

Vehicles

Status: Accelerate 

progress

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/clean-and-active-travel/


By 2030, reduce 

mortality as a 

result of PM2.5 

pollution 

exposure by 75% 

from 2019 levels

Status: more 

action needed

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/clean-air-and-water/


To increase GVA per head by 40% from the 2019 levels by 2030, across the West 

Midlands

Status: unknown

By 2030, sales in the Low Carbon Goods and 
Services sector will reach £40 billion.

• 2017/18 sales were £16.0bn

• 2018/19 sales were £16.9bn

• 2019/20 sales were £18.0bn

Status: sustain current action

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/sustainable-growth/


By 2030, achieve a 

40% reduction in 

male and female 

health inequality 

from 2019 levels

Status: more 

action needed

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/social-equity-and-health/


By 2030, achieve a 

40% reduction in 

male and female 

health inequality 

from 2019 levels

Status: more 

action needed

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/social-equity-and-health/


By 2030, reduce 

the proportion of 

households in 

fuel poverty by 

50% from 2019 

levels

Status: sustain 

current action

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/social-equity-and-health/


By 2030 achieve a 79% increase in the amount 

of energy generated by renewables from 2019 

levels

Status: unknown

https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/roadmap-to-2030/sustainable-energy-use/


• Securing a placement for 2022!
• Setting a 2019 baseline – to be done next year
• Impact of Covid-19 and how we can take advantages of any improvements
• Comparison of West Midlands to elsewhere in the UK?
• Finding new / addressing issues with datasets:

• Renewable energy / electricity
• GVA
• LCEGS
• Water quality
• Adaptation
• Natural Environment

• We need to reflect and consider what SWM is best placed to do to help 
catalyse action in the areas where more action is required. 
Thoughts welcome!

Key Recommendations and Next Steps



• Are you aware of any data that could help us fill in some of the monitoring gaps?

• Do you have any innovative products or services that could accelerate the change we need to 
see in the West Midlands? Especially around:
• Household recycling
• Active travel
• Low carbon vehicle uptake
• Air quality improvements
• Health inequalities

• Sign up to the West Midlands Net Zero Business Pledge

• Continue to share good practice and collaborate…

Where you can help

https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/environment-and-energy/west-midlands-net-zero-business-pledge/


Thank you

Alan Carr, Senior Sustainability Adviser
alan.carr@swm.org.uk

07599 658889
www.swm.org.uk

@SWMtweet 
LinkedIn: Sustainability West Midlands

mailto:Alan.carr@swm.org.uk
http://www.swm.org.uk/

