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Alliance for the West Midlands + 

the West Midlands Innovation 
Programme





Recent and Upcoming Innovation Alliance for 
the West Midlands Events
• Working Group Meetings

•June Smart City Alliance Session (9 June): Demystifying 5G: Make the Most 
of 5G Opportunities in the West Midlands
•Innovative Low Carbon Working Group (10 June 10:00-12:30)
•Innovative Manufacturing Working Group Launch Meeting (29 June 14:00-
16:00)
•Innovative Health Working Group (30 June 14:00-16:00)
•Smart City Alliance Drop-In Session (7 July 9:30-10:30)

• Upcoming Innovation Policy and Practice Event: Public Sector as 
Customers of Innovative Services and Goods

•6 July 9:30-11:00



West Midlands Innovation Programme
Activity

Recently Launched!
• Innovation Engine 3 (IE3)

•Creative + Low Carbon companies work together to solve real-world 
sustainability challenges

• PIVOT Innovation Programme
• Support for organisations to accelerate cross-industry innovation in West 

Midlands supply chains, starting with the aerospace sector

Coming Soon!
• [Digital Innovation in Public Services (DIPS)]--Upcoming Project

•Rethinking public-sector procurement



Demystifying 5G: Make the Most 
of 5G Opportunities in the 
West Midlands

June Smart City Alliance Meeting 
Summary and Insights



Panel Speakers

Demystifying 5G

• Ste Ashton (Worcestershire 5G)

• Lesley Holt (West Midlands 5G)

• Dr Adel Aneiba (BCU)

Make the Most of 5G Opportunities in 
the West Midlands

• Holly Marshall (Sherbourne
Digital Network)

• Paul Fairburn (Coventry 
University / uXplore)

• Hector Alemany-Briz (Wayra / 
5prinG)



Key Takeaways

• 5G isn't the only solution
• Sometimes, other tech solutions are the answer. Support programmes

signpost SMEs to the most appropriate solutions, even if that isn't 5G.

• We need to do a better job telling the story of 5G opportunities
• Infographics, videos, and interactive illustrations can help make 5G feel 

accessible.

• "Use cases" are less useful than "case studies"
• Use cases say, "This is what you could do."

• Case studies say, "This company did A, produced B, generated C revenue, and 
created X jobs." These demonstrate proven commercial value.



Next Steps

• SCA team will create a programme-agnostic Case Study Library

• Smart City Alliance (SCA) team will discuss what role the SCA in its 
current structure can play in joining up the 5G ecosystem

• SCA team and community will explore how 5G can solve current 
sustainability challenges and create opportunities within the region
• Please get in touch with me (devon_geary@blackcountryconsortium.co.uk) to 

join the conversation

mailto:devon_geary@blackcountryconsortium.co.uk


CONTACT US

Web:

www.innovationwm.co.uk

Twitter:

@Innovationwm

Email:

pam_waddell@blackcountryconsortium.co.uk

devon_geary@blackcountryconsortium.co.uk


