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Welcome and introduction

Julian Woolford, Event Chair
Chief Executive, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust



Housekeeping

• Fire (no drill planned) and emergency exits

• WiFi access

• First aid

• Location of toilets (all gender neutral)

• Location of cloakroom

• Refreshment breaks (11:25, lunch at 12:35)



Agenda10:15 Welcome and introduction: Julian Woolford, Chief Executive, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 

10:25 Harnessing nature to adapt to climate change: Jim Davies, Environment Agency

10:45 Project 1 - i-Tree: Emma Forde, The Economic Intelligence Unit

11:05 Project 2 - Stafford Brooks: Dave Cadman, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

11:25 Comfort break

11:40 Project 3 - Combining climate adaptation outcomes with LNRS and BNG: Sophie Spencer, West of England CA

12:00 Project 4 - Greening The City for Biodiversity and Climate Adaptation: Simon Needle, Birmingham City Council

12:20 Q&A

12:35 Working lunch: What are the ingredients needed to create a successful nature-based climate change project?

13:30 SUNRISE Project: Matt Lawrence, Environment Agency

13:50 Optional site visit: Impact of SUNRISE

15:00 Close



Harnessing nature to adapt to 
climate change

Jim Davies, Environment Agency



Climate Change Adaptation.. 
“its in our nature”

Jim Davies

Senior Advisor, Local Nature Recovery Strategies

National Sustainable Places



Living in the Anthropocene
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Sir James Bevan – ( former) Environment Agency Chief Exec
(to the Whitehall and Industry Group on 16 March 2021)
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“..even if the world was to stop tonight all its carbon emissions, the effects of the emissions 
that have already happened will continue to make themselves felt for decades.

….and we’re already seeing evidence of more frequent and more extreme flooding, faster 
and more extreme coastal erosion; more frequent and more extreme droughts, water 
shortages and wildfires; and potentially permanent damage to habitats, plants, wildlife 
and cultural heritage.



Most common extreme weather threats at 
present? 

Flood
31%

Lightning
13%

Wind/storms
10%

Ice/prolonge
d cold
10%

Heavy 
snowfall

9%

High temps / 
Heat wave

7%

Other
20%

(incl. erosion, 
subsidence, 
wildfire, hail)

Extreme weather threats to G.B. 

establishments (Survey by CDOIF, 2021)

EU NaTech accidents (1990-

2009 MAHB, Lessons Learned Bulletin No.6 – NaTech accidents, 

2014

Europe G.B.

https://minerva.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/shorturl/minerva/mahb_bulletin_no6_fortheweb_a4pdf
https://minerva.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/shorturl/minerva/mahb_bulletin_no6_fortheweb_a4pdf


Climate Emergency Response
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Over 30 LA’s all tackling the same core issue in all different ways and focused on Net 
Zero.

Direct Support to the LA’s (and other sectors), save resources, produce consistency 
and foundation for Local Authority Climate Change Plans

Over-arching Aim:

• Achieve a comprehensive understanding of the risks and opportunities associated 
with Climate Change for the West Midlands and produce an Adaptation Plan.

• The Adaptation Plan to include a high-level overview of actions that local and 
national decision makers and practitioners can consider for implementation.

• Promote a more strategic environmental approach *Catchment Scale/Cross 
Boundary

• Link to Government Policy - Covid Recovery, Build Back Better Levelling Up

• “Creating a net zero nation resilient to climate change”

• Environment. Economic. Social. Health - Integration.



SWM Benchmarking Sustainability

• We believed Net Zero (Mitigation) was dominating Councils Planning, Economic and 
other Strategies

• Believed Adaptation and Resilience was ‘lower’ in Priorities - Proven

• However a lot of Adaptation work was already on-going such as in Planning but not 
badged as Adaptation, and still is.  



3 Years of Partnership Working with SWM.

• West Midlands Climate Change Risk Assessment and 
Adaptation Plan

• West Midlands Climate Adaptation Working Group –
Chaired by Severn Trent

• WMCA and Stafford BC responded

• Weathering the Storm “Land Use and Agriculture” 

• Climate Adaptation – “its in our Nature”

• Health and Climate Change Adaptation – NHS

Climate Change Adaptation and Partnership with SWM enabled 
effective influencing and engagement on a much wider 
platform that our remit-

• Economic Growth/Green Recovery

• Nature Based Solutions – Water Management

• Socio-Economic Benefits of Climate Resilience 

EA West Midlands/SWM
“Adapt to Survive, Adapt to Thrive” 



Biodiversity Collapse….? 
Nature Recovery - Global Recovery



• Floods and storms are responsible for almost three-quarters of climate disasters.

• In England, for every person who suffers flooding, around 16 others are affected by a 
loss of services such as transport and power.

• Yet, all around the world, resilience to climate shocks does not get the same airtime as 
net zero, and resilience measures are too reliant on the public purse.

• In England, the Environment Agency, working with local authorities, businesses and 
community groups, created 531 hectares of blanket bog, and restored a further 2,148 
hectares in 2019/2020.

• Restoring peatland filters water, meaning water companies use less chemical 
treatment, while also slowing the flow, reducing downstream flood risk

• The Magic of Sphagnum bogmoss, 

The crucial role of nature-based solutions in addressing 
the climate crisis

Speech by Emma Howard Boyd at the ClimateExpo, 18 May 2021



Adaption - Nature Based Solutions
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Phase 3 – Weathering the Storm
A guide for agriculture and land use Management in a 

changing climate*
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Resilience and Adaptation in the Farming Sector (Mirror Business Resilience Guide Guide)

Existing examples of Climate Change Adaptation – building on case studies.

Working with Farmers and Agricultural Sector

Environmental Land Management (ELM)

Integrated Land Use for Climate Adaptation

Strategic Approach – LNRS.



Nature Based Regeneration and Resilient 
Communities

• Urban heating and air pollution;

• replenish groundwater resources;

• contribute to biodiversity net gain targets;

• capture and re-use rainwater;

• Contaminated Land

• Brownfield Land

• store carbon;

• reduce the need for carbon-intensive construction 
techniques and pumped systems;

• release capacity in combined sewerage systems and 
at wastewater treatment works;

• create and connect valuable areas of blue-green 
infrastructure

• reduce lifetime maintenance costs; and

• enhance the attractiveness and value of new 
development by integrating water management with 
habitat for wildlife and opportunities for amenity and 
recreation.
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Mayfield Park – Manchester
Restoring the River Medlock – realising the benefits from 

getting green and blue into the grey
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Resilient places – using the green to 

manage high flows

19

1 IN 100YR

1 IN 25YR

The open space is flood 

storage, providing twelve 

Olympic swimming pools 

worth of flood water 

storage and managing risk 

plus CC onsite. 
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The River Medlock and the Mayfield redevelopment 
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6.5 ACRE 
PUBLIC PARK, 
WITH 
DAYLIGHTING/
NATURALISATI
ON OF 
MEDLOCK, 
MANAGEMENT 
OF FLOOD 
RISK AND 
HABITAT 
CREATION



Local Nature Recovery Strategies

LNRSs are a new system of spatial strategies for nature, covering 
the whole of England and established under the Env Act 2021.

Each strategy will, for the area that it covers:

o Map the existing areas designated for biodiversity;

o Agree priorities for nature's recovery; and

o Map proposals for creating or improving habitat for nature and 
wider environment goals.

They will inform and underpin the Nature Recovery Network 
(NRN) by providing mapping and data, identifying opportunities for 
its expansion.

They will support delivery of mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain 
(BNG) and provide a focus for the strengthened duty on all public 

bodies to conserve and enhance biodiversity.

LNRS will provide a platform for wider environmental, 
social and economic opportunities as well as tackling 
the impacts and causes of climate change. 



Role of LNRS – Strategic Approach to Nature
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To identify and map locations where creating or improving habitat will
deliver the greatest benefit for nature and the wider environment.

LNRS will help target future investment in nature-based solutions to
support:

• Climate change mitigation and adaptation​

• Flood risk

• Water quality

• Water resources

• Restoring natural processes

• Species/Habitats

Deliver a key part of Nature Recovery Network

• The Nature Recovery Network (NRN) is a major commitment in the 
government’s 25 Year Environment Plan. By bringing together 
partners, legislation and funding, we can restore and enhance the 
natural environment.

Some Responsible Authorities may have a lot of this data, 
mapping and Biodiversity and Habitat Action Plans – LNRS 
seeks to enhance and maximise this.

Local 
Nature 

Recovery 
Strategy

Local Habitat 
Map Statement of 

Biodiversity 
Priorities



The Opportunities with LNRS

• Working collaboratively at local level to identify priorities for nature and nature-based 

solutions

• Building a widely shared vision for nature  recovery at county scale

• Working with farmers and Land Managers to identify habitat restoration and creation 

opportunities

• Creating resilient ecological networks growing and connecting wild rich places

• Enabling adaptation to, and mitigation of climate change through habitat restoration and 

creation

• Connecting people with nature by creating wildlife corridors int urban areas

• Strategic Planning for Nature Recovery



Nature Recovery Network (NRN)
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The NRN will be a national network of wildlife-rich places, 

expanding, improving and connecting these places across 

our cities, towns, countryside and coast.

The NRN is a major commitment in the government’s 25 

Year Environment Plan and enacted by the 

Environment Act 2021.

The NRN will help us deal with 3 of the biggest challenges 

we face: 

• biodiversity loss, 

• climate change 

• and wellbeing.

NRN objectives : To create the NRN, by 2042 it will 
require: 

• restore 75% of protected sites on land (including 
freshwaters) to favourable condition so nature can 
thrive

• create or restore 500,000 hectares of additional 
wildlife-rich habitat outside of protected sites

• support work to increase woodland cover

• achieve a range of environmental, economic and social 
benefits, such as carbon capture, flood 
management, clean water, pollination and 
recreation



LNRS  - Building on existing work and partnerships 
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LNRS – Drivers of much more….
‘climate resilience and adaptation, sustainable healthy 

places, well-being.. 

Investing in green 
and blue 

infrastructure

health & 
socio-

economic 
(wellbeing)

Climate 
resilience

GROWTH

LNRS

Nature

Adaptation



Catchment Scale Approach 
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Resilient

Adaptation 

Strategic (Catchment) Planning

Integrated 

Multiple Benefits

• Economic

• Environmental

• Social

Nature After Minerals

• Active Since 2005

• Promoting Mineral Site 
Restoration for Nature

• ‘Strategic’ Approach –
WFD/Flood Management

• Oxford-Cambridge 
Integrated Water Plan



Sir James on Water..

Water is about the most important thing there is: it’s essential for 
life and everything else. Water – its quantity and its quality - is the 
single biggest X factor for the state of nature. And as someone said 
to me a few years ago, the thing about water is that it gets 
everywhere….. 

So you’d better make sure you have the right amount, of the 
right quality, in the right places.  
Sir James Bevan, to the All Party Parliamentary Group on Water, 3 March 2022

Water Plan 2023 

1. transform management of the whole water system 
(CATCHMENT APPROACH)

2. deliver a clean water environment for nature and people

3. secure a plentiful supply of water – meet our long-term 
water needs for people, 

28



Climate Change
“Adaptation” – it's in our Nature..and so much more.
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Climate Change Adaptation – Natural Solutions

• Flood Risk Management

• Habitat and Woodland Creation

• Catchment/Integrated Water Management

• Water Resources/Water Quality

• Biodiversity

• Air Quality/Urban Heat

• Green Recovery

• Increased Urban and Landscape Scale Resilience

• Supporting Regeneration and causes of Deprivation.



Thank you
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Project 1: i-Tree 

Emma Forde, The Economic Intelligence 
Unit



The Black Country iTree Eco Project

Emma Forde

The Economic Intelligence Unit



What is iTree?

Canopy

• i-Tree is a peer-reviewed 
software suite designed to 
help quantify urban forest 
structure, function and values.

In the UK:

+ many collaborators
incl.:

Eco



Map of 1,000 sample plots



Who was involved?

Fieldwork & Data analysis

Working group members

Funders



Project Timeline

Nov 2020

Nov 2021 Dec 2022

Data 
analysis

Open tender 
process for 
fieldwork and 
data analysis 
element of the 
project

June 2021

Fieldwork begins

August 2021

1,000 plots of 
fieldwork 
complete

Workshop with 
partners

Analysis of data 
complete and 
5x reports 
written 

June 2022

Final progress 
report due to 
Woodland Trust

Successful bid 
asking for 
£175,000 from 
the Emergency 
Tree Fund

Implementation! 
When the hard 
work begins

Late 2022 and 
beyond…

• MSc/PhD opportunities 
with UoB, Geopark, UoW?

• Black Country wide tree 
strategy?

• ETF phase 2 funding to 
deliver WMCA 7 Met iTree 
Eco Study







Results



Urban Stress - Air Quality

32% of the Black Country’ 
population live in wards 
exceeding the 2021 WHO 
Targets for NO2

64% of the Black Country 
population live in wards 
exceeding the 2005 WHO 
guideline level for PM2.5

NAEI emission data & WM-Air modelling (Zhong et al., 2021). 



Urban Stress - Urban Heat Island

The urbanised nature 
of the Black Country 
means the area is 
more prone to higher 
temperatures via the 
urban heat island 
effect



Urban Stress - Indices of Multiple Deprivation

19.1% of LSOAs in the 
Black Country are in 
the most 10% 
deprived nationally 



Urban Stress – Access to Greenspace



Tree Planting Opportunity Map



Tree Planting Opportunity Map methodology



hotter / red colours are those areas with the highest scores and 
therefore the areas which would derive the most benefit from 
tree planting:

Tree Planting Opportunity Map methodology



Tree Planting Potential Map



Tree Planting Opportunity Map



Canopy Cover Map



Online Storymap



Emma Forde

Emma.Forde@theeiu.org



Project 2: Stafford Brooks

Dave Cadman, Staffordshire Wildlife 
Trust



Stafford Brooks
David Cadman, Head of Nature Recovery Networks



A Nature Recovery 
Network Restoration 

Project

Stafford flooding, October 2019



August 2019 October 2019



• National Highway’s Designated
Funds.

• Working with partners including
Environment Agency and Stafford
Borough Council.

• Adopting NRN approach, linking 25
sites (over 150ha) across Stafford
town centre.

• Improve biodiversity, water quality,
flood mitigation and access to
greenspace.



• Awarded £150K to conduct feasibility
study of the 25 sites.

• Feasibility Study was to establish
how the project helped achieve HE’s
KPIs relating to the environment.

• Key to link the project to the wider
aims of mitigating flood issues in the
town.

• Ground swell of support to improve
biodiversity of public greenspace in
Stafford.



• Our vision of a connected landscape across 
Staffordshire.

• Project work referenced in Stafford Borough 
Council’s Local Plan.

• Links with existing projects in the Trent 
catchment with SUNRISE, Trent & Sow, 
Rugeley Power Station and TTTV.





Comfort break



Project 3: Combining climate 
adaptation outcomes with LNRS 
and BNG

Sophie Spencer, West of England 
Combined Authority



Greening the 
urban

Sophie Spencer, 

Senior Environment Manager, Nature Recovery

West of England Combined Authority



Background

West of England Combined 
Authority



Community Pollinator Fund

▪ £1m fund for creating/enhancing pollinator 
habitats

▪ 13 projects funded in Round 1

▪ 1,367 volunteers, 6,687 volunteering hours

▪ Seeding/planting meadows, running or 
attending planting workshops, creating and 
installing pollinator shelters – bug hotels, 
bee banks, log piles

▪ Round 2 Projects: selection is underway. 21 
medium and large applications received and 
60 small applications



Staple Hill Community Hub

▪Gardening and nature clubs for young 
people, including with disabilities

▪ Skill-building sessions for adults on 
pollinator-friendly gardening.

▪ Planting a wildflower meadow in Page 
Park

▪ Community action days – Improving 
neglected local green spaces

▪ Replanting planters on high street with 
pollinator-friendly plants



Heart of BS13

▪ Area with high indicators of deprivation

▪ Pollinator Trail

▪ Pollinator sculptures
▪ Engaging with young people

▪ Turning fly tipped waste into artwork

▪ Consulting with residents on improving 
green spaces

▪ Focus on young families, children, 
teenagers

▪QR code and app



Somer Valley Rediscovered

▪ Area profoundly influenced by former 
coal mining industry – includes towns, 
villages and surrounding countryside. 

▪ Aims to improve biodiversity and health 
and wellbeing (by increasing people’s 
connections to nature).

▪ Response to growing evidence that 
access to greenspace has positive 
effects on both physical and mental 
health



Somer Valley 
social 
prescribing pilot

▪ Recognising that the natural 
environment is an important health 
asset.

▪ Wessex Water piloting social prescribing 
project aiming to reduce levels of 
pharmaceuticals in the water to improve 
water quality. 

▪ Work with Health Authorities to identify 
groups where patients can be signposted 
to outdoor activities as an alternative to 
prescribed medicine. 

▪ Natural England funded an officer



Natural England Green 
Infrastructure 
Framework
• Provide fresh impetus around GI agenda: a powerful tool 

to help deliver Nature Recovery Network and climate 
adaptation both for nature and people. 

• Voluntary but anticipated that will become the norm: 
straightforward way to achieve better outcomes from GI 
with strong links to mandatory tools like BNG and LNRS. 

• Accessibility standard (‘green in 15’): responding to the 
post Covid value placed on having good quality green 
infrastructure on your doorstep. This needs to be GI 
retrofitting as well as a consideration for new 
development. 

• Urban Greening Factor: interventions are rated and  
scoring works bit like BNG. 



West of England Combined Authority 

Priorities include:

• support people, 

reduce emissions 

and restore 

habitats across the 

region

• to be the bee and 

pollinator capital 

of the U.K.



Why is nature 
important?

Tackle three of society’s biggest challenges: biodiversity loss, 
climate change and health and wellbeing. 

Parks and greenspaces in England deliver an estimated £6.6 
billion of health, climate change and environmental benefits 
every year. 

80% of people now living in towns and cities, one third of people 
do not have access to good quality green and blue space within 
15 minutes of their home. 

Environmental Improvement Plan includes a commitment that 
the public should be able to access green space or water, such as 
woodlands, wetlands, parks and rivers, within a 15-minute walk 
from their home.



Keeping Bristol Cool (BCC)

Cities have a high concentration of:

• people

• infrastructure systems, for example transport, 
energy, and water networks

• buildings

This makes them more at risk during heatwaves. 

High temperatures and heatwaves and their potential 
impact affect communities differently within a city  
(e.g. homes overheating or roads melting).

▪ How vulnerable a person is to heat (their heat 
vulnerability) is made-up of many factors, 
including:

• sensitivity to heat

• ability to adapt to high temperatures

• exposure to high temperatures indoors and outside



What’s next? 
▪ Role of the LNRS to set priority areas and 

channel funding towards nature recovery and 
manage climate adaptation 

▪ Prioritising our Green Infrastructure Strategy 
according to the GI Framework to plan for 
climate adaptation for people and nature

▪ Make clearer links between the role of nature 
recovery in health and wellbeing to support 
more green social prescribing type interventions 
through our nature recovery projects

▪ Opportunities to use BNG and other funding  to 
be channel through the LNRS



Project 4: Greening The City for 
Biodiversity and Climate Change 
Adaptation 

Simon Needle, Birmingham City Council



Greening The City
Environmental Justice and Climate  Vulnerability

Simon Needle – Urban Forestry and Nature Lead

Champion City







The Challenges

• Population at 1.1million and 

rising

• One of the youngest  populations 

in Europe

• Significant number of wards in 

top 10 percentile IMD

• High levels YLL in certain 

quarters

• Air Pollution

• UHI

• Pluvial and Fluvial flooding

• Demand for housing.

COVID19 pandemic has brought to 

the fore the inequality of accessible 

green space

BAME more impacted by pandemic

Higher levels of BAME in areas of 

low GI, poorer air quality and high 

UHI.

Liaison with  other  Departments  

such as Public Health  are  critical 

to understanding  impacts and  

benefits.





• Birmingham - total land area 103.5 
Square miles

• 13.5 Square miles of Public Open 
Space

• 9.2 Square miles of designated 
Nature Conservation sites

• 5.4 Square miles of designated 
woodlands (in Parks and open 
spaces).

• 250 miles of rivers, brooks and 
streams 

• 35 miles of canals

• Delivers a lot of climate regulating 
services BUT is it equitably  
distributed and can all  benefit from  
this provision?









Canopy Cover by  Lower Super Output Area  

Smallest unit  for ONS stats – approx. 1000 –
1500 residents/ 650  households – 639 LSOA’s

• Establishing  Canopy  Cover levels  in the 
City

• Canopy cover  derived from UK National Tree 
Map (Blue Sky) and  land area but  factoring  in 
area of exclusion  such as  water bodies, 
dedicated  sporting  areas (stadia, cricket, 
football, bowls etc.) and  some designated  
nature conservation  sites such as SSSI’s.

• Overall, approx. 18.6%  CC by total  area  but 
with  excluded  areas that  increases in to the 
low 20%  range.                                      
Distribution  uneven across the  city.



Climate Vulnerability Risk and using trees for Climate Adaptation 
Prioritising  areas for action 

Map changes  dynamically  based on  selected  priorities and  weighting  given to each.  

Indices of 
multiple  

deprivation









Birmingham 



Creating a lasting 
legacy  for future 
generations





NRN Core Habitat Zone: These are the areas that contain the most valuable habitat.

The strategic objectives for these areas are Protection, Restoration, Enhancement

NRN Core Expansion Zones: The purpose of these areas is to make the core areas bigger and better 

connected. Within this category, two zone are identified as follows:

Core Expansion Zone 1: Comprises those land parcels that are of lower ecological value than those in the 

Core Habitat Zone but due to inherent value or location have the most potential to contribute to a 

coherent ecological network.

Core Expansion Zone 2: Comprises all areas of green space that do not meet the criteria for inclusion in 

Zone 1. These provide an opportunity for the restoration and creation of new habitats but investment in 

these areas is a lower ecological priority than those areas in Zone 1 but may be higher priority from an 

environmental justice point of view.

The strategic objectives for these areas are Restoration, Enhancement, Creation

NRN Urban Matrix Recovery Zones: The remaining areas of the Urban Landscape Matrix form part of 

this category. Within this category, two zones were identified as follows:

Urban Matrix Recovery Zone 1: Comprises all features of the built environment within 100 meters of the 

Core Habitat Zones and may include residential and commercial properties, gardens, road verges, street 

trees and minor water courses.

The protection, enhancement, and creation of green infrastructure within these areas is a priority.

Urban Matrix Recovery Zone 2: Comprises all features of the built environment outside of Zone1. These 

areas provide an opportunity for the protection, enhancement, and creation of green infrastructure.

Local Nature Recovery Networks

LNRN’s identify  areas that provide greatest benefit/ opportunities  for  
supporting ecological networks – established as part of the 
Environment Act  2021. 

Using  Climate  vulnerability  data  and  LNRN mapping can  show  
delivery of  multiple benefits.

Woodland created  after the 30th January 2020 could be  eligible  for Habitat Banking  
through  the mandatory Biodiversity  Net Gain  requirements. (potentially securing  
funds for 30 years  management) if suitable  pre intervention  habitat mapping exists.



The “Green Space Factor” (GSF) is a planning policy tool that originated in Berlin and has been adopted and adapted in a number of 
other cities in Europe and North America to encourage urban greening. GSF schemes work by assigning a factor of between 0 and 1 for 
various surface cover types, with sealed surfaces given 0 and the most natural cover, 1.

To calculate a UGF for a site, the factor for a particular surface cover is 
multiplied by its area. 
This is repeated for each surface cover type. 
The multiplied sums are added together and then divided by the overall 
site area to give an overall GSF score for a site of between 0 and 1. 

A planning authority can set a minimum target (typically 0.3, although 
this varies according to the type of development and class of land use). 
This can provide certainty to developers as to what is expected from new 
developments in terms of urban greening. 
It can also identify planning proposals with insufficient quantity and 
functionality of greening in order to encourage improvements to a 
proposal.
It can also be useful in determining the scale and benefit of subsequent 
improvements to plans.

What is the Urban Greening  Factor and how does it work?





Thank You  for listening.



Q&A



Workshop: What are the ingredients needed to 
create a successful nature-based climate change 
project?

• What are the barriers to implementing nature-based projects?
• What do we need to overcome these?
• Who are the partners we need to work with, and what are our funding options?
• What other projects are you aware of that you can share with us?

➢ Work in small groups round your tables
➢ Nominate a scribe and write your thoughts on the provided paper
➢ Grab some lunch first – this is a working lunch!
➢ If you want to connect with a fellow delegate, write down who on your flipchart paper, 

along with who you are, and we’ll broker an introduction for you!



SUNRISE: Stoke and Urban 
Newcastle Rediscovering Its 
Secret Environment

Matt Lawrence, Environment Agency



SUNRISE – Stoke and Urban 
Newcastle Rediscovering its 
Secret Environments

Matt Lawrence

Environment Programme Manager 
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The value of the project is £3.6million and 

outputs include:

• 130 ha of improved grassland, woodland and wetland habitats.

• 25 km of enhanced and improved river and brook corridor.

• 0.5ha of remediated land.

• More resilient river ecology to mitigate against the effects of 

urban diffuse pollution.

• Communities better connected to their local green spaces

• Reduced flood risk
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River Trent – Staffordshire University
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River Trent – Victoria Ground
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For further information:

• https://www.erdf-sunrise.co.uk/

• Staffordshire Uni - River Trent

• Victoria Ground - River Trent

104

https://www.erdf-sunrise.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/6HIbulVn9Ss
https://youtu.be/56LdyXpUS10


Site visit: Impact of SUNRISE

Matt Lawrence, Environment Agency

Delegates can keep their belongings 
in the conference room until 
afterwards if preferred – someone will 
stay and look after them.
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